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10 Great Summer Volunteer Vacati

Got plans to clean up or help out on Earth [
Why no extend the goodwill and start planning for yourtieavel experienc with an ec-friendly vol

Here are 10 great we to not only get your butt off the couch this sumpniserit to make difference th
Societyoffers multiple volunteer opportunities to helpah up our nation’s gorgeotrails. Each trip
Hiking Society has trips organized by level ruggeshii—i.e. whether you're sleeping tents or calkan—
volunteer ca choose to participate for as long or as short a feriod they wisl
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B If you're looking for a real getaway, check out a progedrtne Hawa Na
i volunteers will cut new trailrough the vegetation or the Summit Cre
in which volunteers will remove invasive plant sies:

But dor’t confuse a volunteer vacation with a traditioratation: Th wol
volunteers work for about seven hoddlowed by an afternoon of doin
area. But the really good news is that these eapees are affordabléhe

i Hiking Society Members and $275 for norembers; every trip after the
- .. X http://americanhiking.org/volunteerVacation.a

2. The National Outdoor Leadership Schoc (NOLS) teache students leadership, environmental «
organization offers courses ranging anywhere fronddys to a full yeaPrevious experience is not
positive attitude and an interest in learning wildernessskNOLS has cours for participants ages .

One upcoming trip includes a-day Whitewater River Expedition in which students letyrkayak ar
starting from $3,535 per person. Or, if yane interested in developing your outdoorsy skills winte
Educator Trip in which students learn to build sriatwhens, igloos, and snow caves in Idaho Falk

costs about $2,500 per person. NOLS can offer ge

3. If natural science is your thinEarthwatch Institute
work on finding solutions to the worlsl'environmenti
Ecuador where volunteers takeentory of local spe:
habitat action plans. This trip departs in . and Sept

Earthwatch has seve teer-specific programs fcstud
New York City, starting from $2,150, and trackidgl|
$3,000.www.earthwatch.or

4. The Studen Conservation Associatiol offers surm
Conservation Crews. Crews rarfgem six to eight st
Participants can gain valuable outdoor leaderkhgwledge such as how to filter water and evera
states, running anywhere from 15 to 35 days. Fasdti8 and over, The SCA also offerternships ti
various service fieldwww.thesca.org/ser

5. People to Peopl focuses on engaging its volunteer discussions to enhance cultural understai
of ideas and experiences. The organization wastediim 1956 by theRresident Dwight D. Eisenh
People to People have worked more 100,000 comifiaeds of community service all around therls
today. Through informational meetings you \iitld out about volunteering abroad in diplomaticssi
student ambassador. Upcoming experiences incluctnibeg a sport ambassador, a young wosé’
medically focused trip Each trip is a-inclusive and the price varies greatly by locatwww.peoplet

6. Four years a(Hurricane Katrina devastated the soutt’s gulf coast and the area « greatly neec

New Orleans, which is still hurtii from the storm, is very much in need of volunte@&tse organizati

takes volunteers who have many differkinids of skills. Started by a displaced residdm,droup ha:

ground up. The organization is currently focusingaling in construction, legal issues, advocacyt

technology, police corruption, hunger, and homeless. Volunteer housing, which is dostyle, and

provided in residential areas directly in the Lownth Ward. Volunteers can work for any amoaht
receive room and board for a minimal swww.commongroundrelief.o.

Reac CourtneY' s report from New Orleans with this grougVolunteering in New Orleans: Wi
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7. Greenforce is an agency that uses volunteers for consen projects, which help to create sust¢

in both length and field of study, but specializesgap year” programs which students take a yea

=522 for a temporary break from their career. A fougek program co

B cach month, starting from $2,000 per person. Qihgjects incluc
www.greenforce.ot

i 8. If education is mo up your alley, use your skills to teach ch
% teacher’s aides imultiple subjects such science, music, sports
A Russian orphans, led exercise routines at a comyammi school
experience is necessaBlacements are available in Africa, Asi
and $2,500 for two weekwww.crossculturalsolutions.c

9. CRAWL is a volunteer organlzatlon that provides advoaw@
| Currently the organizatioa’focus is in three areas: the Shiksh:i
Unnayan Project, eenter for street children to provide food an
health and familylanning concepts. CRAWL also raises fund.
www.crawlsociety.or

10. AIDE s mission is to build a worldwide community of glo citizens through discussion and ar
opportunities both domestically and abroad inclgdeaching children i€osta Rica and working wi
in Argentina while living with a host family.Oneguelarly available project takgdace in the Ogala L
South Dakota—on of the lowest-income reservatiarthé U.S.—in which volunteers help buddvir
develop cultural projects. Week-lotps are available several times between FebraadyOctober,
www.aideabroad.o|

And one more for good measu#drline Ambassadors, where Peter serves on the board,de®ral (
day trip in July to El Mision, Mexico, involves vigg orphanages to deliver food, clothing and asl,
children. A trip to South Africa brings visitors firline Ambassadors’ “adoptediillage of Nkundusi
supplies, make improvements on the day center, and spend time with the local familwww.airlir

By Courtney Crowde for PeterGreenberg.ca.
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