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American Hiking Society is the only national organization
that promotes and protects hiking trails, their surrounding natural areas
and the hiking experience.

San Bernardino National Forest

With assistance from American
Hiking Society’s National Trails
Fund, more than 75 volunteers
rolled up their sleeves on
National Trails Day, June 4,
to help restore the Interpretive
Trail at National Children's
Forest on the San Bernardino
National Forest.
Community volunteers, urban
youth from the City of San
Bernardino, and National
Forest Association Corps
members and staff worked
diligently to restore the trail
and make it accessible. They
cleared and pruned brush
and removed sand and gravel
washed over the trail by heavy
winter rains.
A job well done and destined
to benefit tens of thousands of
summer hikers!

Photo by Gregory Miller.

From the President and Board Chair

Dear Supporters:
American Hiking Society is pleased to report on our many successes during 2011—in many ways, a banner year for the organization and our
nation’s hiking community. We kept our focus on program planning and execution, financial sustainability, and strengthening of core programs,
while enhancing our capacity to serve as the national voice for hikers.
In 2011, our National Trails Day® and Volunteer Vacations stewardship programs marshaled more than 39,000 trail volunteers working on 882 trail
projects across all fifty states and Puerto Rico. Under American Hiking Society’s banner, these volunteers gave 211,513 hours of their time and hard
work—service valued at more than $4.5 million, to build or maintain 3,800 miles of hiking trail--a distance greater than hiking from Juneau, Alaska,
to Miami, Florida. This past year, our National Trails Fund eclipsed the $500,000 mark for trail grants and the American Hiking Society’s Alliance of
Hiking Organizations grew to more than 350 organizations—our highest number ever.
The American Hiking Society continues to galvanize the hiking community to promote and protect foot trails and the hiking experience. Our
strategic marketing efforts, robust messaging, and increased positioning of American Hiking Society will continue to lead to organizational growth
and our ability to achieve our mission.
Because of the dedication of our members, board and staff, Alliance members, and corporate, foundation and government partners, we are
building a positive hiking and outdoor legacy for future generations. To our new members and supporters, as well as those who have hiked the trail
with us before, thank you! Together, we will remain steadfast in our commitment to increase the participation and enjoyment of hiking by Americans
from all walks of life.
Get Out and Give Back. Hike.
Sincerely,

Lynn Scarlett
Chair, Board of Directors

Gregory A. Miller, Ph.D
President
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ALLIANCE OF HIKING ORGANIZATIONS
Network of 325 trail and hiking groups
promoting and protecting foot trails
and the hiking experience
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NATIONAL TRAILS DAY®
2,063 events
330,000+ participants
7,626 miles hiked/biked
799 trail projects
38,300 trail volunteers
188,833 volunteer hours
$4 million in labor
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VOLUNTEER VACATIONS
68 different projects
27 different states, USVI & Puerto Rico
517 volunteers
20,680 labor hours, worth an
estimated $441,725
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NATIONAL TRAILS FUND
8 trail grants
7 states
$27,000 awarded
1,000s of volunteers supported
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PROTECTING TRAILS NATIONWIDE

American Hiking Society provided both new and experienced hikers with valuable information
that helped them stay safe outdoors and allowed them to enjoy and truly engage with nature.

Helping Hikers on the Trail

Additionally, AHS programs and initiatives provided opportunities for people to get out on the
trail, many for their first time.

A

HS teamed up with The North Face and Let’s Move Outside to bring
over 100 urban students and their families to Mason Neck State Park,

Virginia, for an “Explore Your Parks” event. With additional help from Leave
No Trace and The National Parks Foundation, participants were guided
through the park and taught new outdoor skills.

O

n National Trails Day, more than 3,400 miles of trails were built or maintained by volunteers.
That’s enough to reach from Juneau, Alaska, to Miami, Florida!

A

merican Hiking Society attended the Boy Scouts of America’s National Outdoor
Conference in Ely, Minnesota. While there, they shared information about the 10

Essentials and various other hiking tools and techniques with scout and camp leaders and
discussed ways to get more kids outside.

D

uring the summer of 2011 there were numerous fatalities at America’s national parks, drawing significant
attention from the national media. American Hiking Society issued a press release and worked to get the

message out that hiking is an extremely safe activity, especially when following basic precautions. Speaking as the
national voice for hikers, AHS ensured that trails were not viewed as potential risks at parks and reassured the public
that hiking trails are safe and hiking is an enjoyable form of outdoor recreation.

O

n National Trails Day in Chattanooga, Tennessee, families, hikers, bikers, walkers and
more were welcomed to Enterprise South Nature Park, parts of which were destroyed

during tornados that ravaged the city and state in early 2011. At the event, attendees learned
about local flora and fauna, as well as what local critters to find or avoid while walking
around the 2800+ acres of woods. The park features miles of trails including paved, off-road,
handicap accessible, and bike trails.

2011 National Trails Day®
330,000 people attended 2,063 events nationwide
38,300 volunteers contributed 188,833 hours of volunteer labor at 799 trail projects
3,412 miles of trail were maintained or constructed by volunteers
Participants hiked or walked 5,026 miles, paddled 386 miles, and biked 2,600 miles
NTD reached more than 200 million people through extensive media coverage

Preserving the Trails You Hike

Whether it was sending out more than 500 volunteers to spend a week maintaining
and building hiking trails, or sponsoring National Trails Day®, which drew more than
38,300 volunteers who worked on trails nationwide, American Hiking Society ensured
that America’s hiking trails were cared for and kept open for your enjoyment.

“

T

wo miles of trail were brushed and cleared of encroaching vegetation;
one mile of trail was grubbed and trail tread defined; four local agencies

were served--the BLM, WA State Parks, San Juan County Land Bank, and San
Juan County Parks Department; four bald eagles were seen; one pod of Orca
whales was gleefully adored; two dozen cookies were consumed; one labyrinth
was walked; and nine cheek muscles were strained from all the smiles of a full
week.”
- Nick Teague, Project Host, BLM, San Juan Island,
Lopez Island, WA

O

ur operations team was very impressed with this group and our Ranger that

“

worked with them commented ‘I wish all the volunteer groups were this good.

The leaders made the difference.’”
- Christa Kermode, Project Host,
Sky Meadows State Park, VA
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almost complete project includes a five mile public trail system that has
been built entirely with volunteer labor and grant funds.

– Julia Tourville,
Volunteer Vacations Crew Leader

2011 Volunteer Vacations
A total of 517 volunteers donated 20,680 volunteer hours and worked on 68 trail projects all across America
Volunteer crews built or maintained more than 381 miles of trail
Projects took place in 27 states and the United States Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico

Working with Congress, federal land management agencies, the administration, and
non-profit conservation and recreation partners, American Hiking Society increased

Protecting the Places You Love

the protection and preservation of hiking trails and the lands around them. Our
work with these agencies and organizations helps to ensure the preservation of the
places you love to hike, for today and for generations to come.

A

HS worked closely with the Coalition for Recreational Trails on the passage of a 6 month “clean
extension” of the Surface Transportation Act in September. The Transportation Enhancements

and the Recreational Trails Programs in the bill have helped to fund trails across the country in a variety of
locales and are very important to America’s trail development and stewardship.

I

n February, 2011, American Hiking Society hosted Hike the
Hill in Washington, DC. More than 100 trails advocates from

around the country attended the event and helped educate and advocate on behalf of hiking and trails-related
issues. Two full days of briefings and advocacy training prepared attendees for their participation in more
than 150 meetings with members of Congress as well as with government agencies. Topics included federal
appropriations and budgeting, youth engagement, use of social media to promote trails and more.

A

HS voiced its opposition to H.R. 2852 that was introduced in early September. The bill proposed
giving 13 western states wide discretion in choosing 5% of all federal holdings under management by

the Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service in their state. This would effectively transfer wealth
from the public trust to the states with no compensation to the public. H.R. 2582 would require the federal
government to transfer in total, approximately 23.4 million acres of land.

A

HS served in an advisory capacity to the Federal
Interagency Council on Trails. Members of the

council included the Bureau of Land Management, National
Park Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, Army Corps of Engineers and Federal Highway Administration.
American Hiking Society is one of a select few non-profit organizations that the group has invited to
serve in this capacity, where AHS can speak on behalf of America’s hiking community.

2011 Policy and Advocacy Highlights
Hike the Hill: Trails Advocacy Week 2011 brought more than 100 trails advocates to D.C.
AHS advocated on behalf of Recreational Trails Program and Transportation Enhancements funding in federal legislation
AHS strongly encouraged the White House to maintain clean air standards under a new EPA Ozone ruling
American Hiking worked with partner organizations to lobby for passage of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Authorization and
Funding Act in US Senate
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