
 

American Alpine Club · American Endurance Ride Conference · American Hiking Society · 
Arizona Trail Association · Back Country Horsemen of America · Back Country Horsemen 

of Oregon · Bay Area Barns and Trails · California Outdoor Recreation Partnership · 
Choose Outdoors · Connecticut Forest & Park Association · The Corps Network · Friends 

of Sholan Farms · Ice Age Trail Alliance · Milwaukee Riverkeeper · National 
Washington-Rochambeau · Revolutionary Route Association · New River Alliance of 
Climbers · North Country Trail Association ·Oregon Equestrian Trails · Oregon Horse 

Council · Outdoor Advocacy Project · Outdoor Industry Association · Ozark Trail 
Association · Pacific Crest Trail Association · Pikes Peak Outdoor Recreation Alliance · 

San Luis Valley Great Outdoors · Superior Hiking Trail Association · Trails and Open 
Space Coalition · Trails Inspire, LLC · Water Stone Outdoors 

Our organizations, associations, and businesses collectively represent or provide services to the 
146 million strong outdoor recreation community. Nearly half of the US population over the age 
of 6 participates in outdoor recreation activities, including hiking, biking, fishing, boating, 
camping, and countless other activities.  Outdoor recreation is fundamental to many Americans’ 1

way of life, providing physical and mental health benefits, employment, and overall personal 
fulfillment.  
 
According to recently released government data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis, outdoor 
recreation is an economic driver, accounting for 2.2 percent (427.7 billion) of GDP and growing 
faster than the economy as a whole.  Every dollar the federal government invests in outdoor 2

recreation generates a $143 return on investment.  Additionally, climate related impacts 
including wildfires, flooding, drought, and fossil fuel driven energy extraction are impacting 
access to and use of our public lands for recreation  and other enjoyment. Public lands have the 3

opportunity to be part of natural climate solutions. 
 
The next President of the United States will play a critical role in determining the future of our 
public lands and factors impacting outdoor recreation access across the country.  
 
We request your brief response to the questions below. Your responses will be shared with 
members of our organizations and associations, supporters, and customers, who collectively 
represent millions of recreation and public lands enthusiasts nationwide.  
 

1 2018 OUTDOOR PARTICIPATION REPORT, OUTDOOR FOUNDATION, 2018 
https://outdoorindustry.org/resource/2018-outdoor-participation-report/. 
2 Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account, U.S. and Prototype for States, 2017 Bureau of Economic 
Analysis, Sept. 20, 2019, https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/outdoor-recreation. 
3 Examining the Impact of Climate Change on Public Lands Recreation: Hearing before the Subcomm. On 
National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands of the H. Comm. on Natural Resources, 116th Cong. (2019), 
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/examining-the-impacts-of-climate-change-on-public-lands-re
creation.  
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Recognizing the quick turnaround, responses received by February 29, will be made public and 
shared with our members prior to Tuesday, March 3, responses received after February 29 will 
be added as received.  
 
Questionnaire responses,questions, or requests for more information can be sent to Tyler Ray, 
Director of Policy and Advocacy, American Hiking Society at tray@americanhiking.org. 
 
Questions: 

1. According to Outdoor Industry Association data, every year Americans spend $887 
billion in the outdoor recreation economy  which supports 7.6 million American jobs. 
What policies should the U.S. promote to drive continued growth in this vital economic 
sector?  

2. Our natural environment is the backbone of the outdoor community.  How can the U.S. 
work to improve outdoor access, address cuts to federal recreation funding, fund proper 
maintenance of our public lands and waters, and ensure public lands are protected? 

3. What role should federal agencies play in partnering with and supporting volunteer 
groups, corps, non-profit organizations, and the outdoor industry to steward our public 
lands? 

4. How should the U.S. address issues of diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice in the 
outdoors, in both urban and rural communities? 

5. The nearly 150 million Americans who participate in outdoor activities each year are 
dependent on climate stability and, as such, are among the first in the U.S. to experience 
the negative effects of climate change on an ongoing basis. How should the U.S. 
address the climate change impact on our public lands and outdoor recreation? How can 
public lands be a solution to climate change? 

6. International trade benefits U.S. importers and domestic manufacturers alike, supports 
American jobs, lowers consumer prices and opens new markets to U.S. exports.  As 
president how would international trade agreements impact:  

a. import tariffs on outdoor products 
b. reciprocal market access to “Made in the USA” outdoor products; 
c. labor and environmental provisions that match international standards and are 

fully enforceable?  
7. How has the outdoors and public lands impacted your life? 

 
Information: 
Candidate Name: 
Campaign Address: 
Website: 
Campaign Staff Contact (Will Not be Made Public) 
Title: 
Email: 
Phone:  

Return Questionnaire to tray@americanhiking.org  
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